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the highest mark, and he is blamed if he lends the
authority of his name to opinions which he himself
has ceased to hold.

When therefore a new edition of my Lectures
became necessary once more,1 insisted on the destruc-
tion of the old stereotype plates, and I determined to
make one more attempt to render these volumes as
correct as I could. I found it necessary not only to
strike out many things, but likewise to add, and, in
some caseSj to re-write many pages. I left out what
was peculiar to the form of lectures, and in order to
keep this new edition more clearly distinct from
former editions, I have changed the title from
' Lectures on the Science of Language/ to c Tlie
Science of Language, founded on Lectures delivered
at the Eoyal Institution in the years 1801 and 1863.'

I did not attempt, however, to change altogether
the original character of my book, and though I
should gladly have written a new work on the Seieneo
of Language instead of remodelling the old, my ago
and my many occupations rendered such an idea
impossible.

What will, I believe, strike my present and future
readers as the most serious defect in this new edition
of my Lectures on the Science of Language, is the
elaborate character of many arguments in support of
theories which are now accepted by almost everybody,
but which thirty years ago were novel and startling,
and required to be defended against numerous gaiu-
sayers. I shall mention a few of them.